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he managed to obtain his passage home on a yacht
carrying the wife of a Swedish councillor of war.
Shortly after, Stralsund was surrounded and the
king was shut up within its walls for a month.

In the terrible bombardment of the town, Charles
led the defence utterly unmoved by the danger.
At one time he was dilating dispatches to an officer
when a bomb crashed through the roof and burst
near his room. The officer dropped his pen,
thinking the house was about to fall.

"What is the matter?' asked the king. "Why are
you not writing?'

'The bomb, sire!' Stammered the man.

'What has that to do with our writing?' said the
king. 'Go on.'

In December, Charles escaped from Stralsund.
It was clear that the town could not hold out much
longer. In the dead of night, accompanied by ten
men, he went down to the harbour and boarded the
only vessel in port. For several hours the party
were forced to break the heavy ice before they could
get away. Out to sea, the enemy was keeping the
closest watch, and once, as the boat passed by a
Danish land battery, a cannon-ball shattered the maSt
and killed two men on board. The king landed at
Carlskrona.

Meanwhile, Emanuel was Staying at Stockholm.
He had spent a few weeks with Benzelius and Anna